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Information
• Purpose and focus
• Research output
• Who can apply and how much
• Assessment criteria
• To think about before applying

Questions

Agenda
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Why knowledge syntheses?

- Wealth of research that highlights various aspects of climate transformation.
- Need for climate action.

Compile the knowledge to gain deeper understanding. Through syntheses of research and 
other knowledge we aim for: 

- decision-makers being supported in navigating complex issues related to climate 
transformation. 

- translating research findings into practice, solutions and policies in society. 
- identifying knowledge gaps and providing a basis for taking direction for further 

research and innovation initiatives.
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National research programme on climate

A call within the national research programme on climate, which has the objectives to 
contribute knowledge for:
• a profound transformation of society that addresses climate challenges
• a rapid reduction in emissions to net zero and, in the long term, negative emissions
• climate change adaptation with increased robustness and reduced vulnerability to the 

impacts of climate change
• climate action undertaken in line with long-term sustainable development where no one is 

left behind
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Purpose and focus of the call
.
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Fund knowledge syntheses that, based on a well-justified review question,
 clarify what the overall research conveys

 consistent or contradictory results
 uncertainties and knowledge gaps 

 convey knowledge and recommendations for policy development, measures or 
new practices for relevant target groups

Knowledge needed for contributing to climate transformation should be the basis 
for the formulation of the review question and choice of methodology. 
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Purpose and focus of the call
.
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• Systematic compilation and analysis 
• Defined review question of relevance to the climate transformation
• Different types of knowledge syntheses

• based on a clearly defined methodology, 
• clear selection criteria and a 
• structured approach to literature search, compilation and analysis.

• Peer-reviewed articles and ‘grey’ literature
• Delimitations, choices and other considerations must be clearly documented 

and communicated.



Projects must be 
relevant to one or more 
themes and 
perspectives of the 
strategic research 
agenda of the national 
research programme on 
climate.
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• The question that frames the 
knowledge syntheses must be 
relevant to a Swedish context.

• The target group should be 
justified and clearly stated in the 
application. 

Purpose and focus of 
the call
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Research output
.
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Each project must:
- result in a report with a transparent description of the methodology and 

approach, including a structured account of the key elements of the 
compilation and analysis, an explicit discussion of delimitations, choices and 
other considerations, and conclusions that are clearly and transparently 
discussed in terms of validity and reliability. 

- produce and disseminate targeted information that communicates the 
conclusions of the knowledge syntheses to relevant stakeholders. This can be 
in the form of policy briefs or in other formats, complemented by dialogue-
based activities. 

In addition, each project is expected to result in at least one scientific publication.
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• The main applicant (project lead) must have 
completed a doctoral degree. 

• The administrating organisation must be 
approved for all types of Formas calls, 
such as Swedish universities, colleges, 
research institutes, or government agencies 
with research assignments.

• State aid rules do not apply to this call, and 
thus organizations engaged in economic 
activity cannot apply for funding from Formas 
in this call.
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• The main applicant must have 
completed a doctoral degree (no 
later than the closing date of the 
call). Main applicants may submit no 
more than one project application to 
this call.

• Participating researchers must have 
completed a doctoral degree (no 
later than the call closing date).

• Other staff involved in the project do 
not need to have a doctoral degree.

Who can participate
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Project time: 1 or 2 years

Availability period 6 months

Maximum funding: 4 million SEK per 
project 

Total budget of the call: 60 million SEK

How much can you 
apply for?
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Personnel Costs
• Salary costs for employees working on the project

Running costs
• Include, for example, consumables, travel and conferences. Consulting services expertise that needs 

to be linked to the project. Must be described in the application – on market terms

Indirect Costs, refer to overhead costs

• Different rules depending on the type of organization

Total cost, refers to a budget summary.

What can you apply for funding for: 

15

Detailed 
information in 
the call text
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• Scientific approach for knowledge 
synthesis

• Relevance to society
• Implementation and competences

Assessment criteria

16



Formas  Ett forskningsråd för hållbar utveckling – A Research Council for Sustainable Development

Scientific approach for knowledge synthesis

The question for the knowledge synthesis is clear, appropriately 
delimited and in line with the purpose and focus of the call.
The project addresses an urgent review question and clarifies 
and develops the current state of knowledge.
The project’s choice of method is appropriate.
The project addresses ethical considerations in the research in a 
satisfactory manner
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Relevance to society

The question for the knowledge synthesis is of relevance to society 
and can contribute significantly to the purpose and focus of the call.
The question and approach of the knowledge synthesis are 
designed with relevant consideration for the needs and conditions of 
different societal groups. 
The project’s expected results can significantly contribute to societal 
benefits
The project plans appropriate targeted communication to relevant 
target groups.
The project can significantly contribute to open science.
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Implementation and competences

The project team has the necessary competences and 
experience to successfully implement the project.
The project implementation plan, including activity levels and 
budget, is realistic and appropriate.
The project's description of how the expected results can be 
utilised is relevant and appropriate.
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• You apply in Prisma. Start your 
application process in good time.

• Applications are written in English.
• Make sure to address the assessment

criteria throughout your application (See 
”How does the assessment process 
work” in the call text).

• More information about the assessment 
process can be found here: The 
application assessment process -
Formas

To consider before 
applying
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• Call closes
  17 February CET 14.00
• Decision
 16 June 
• Project start for funded projects:
 1 September 2026

Time plan
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Questions?
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Contact us
Åsa Moberg

Senior Research Officer
Asa.Moberg@formas.se

Kerstin Röver

Research Officer
Kerstin.Rover@formas.se 
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