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Policy for open access to scientific publications 
 
This policy states how recipients of funding from Formas shall publish project results with open 
access in scientific journals or in other equivalent ways in accordance with Formas' general terms 
and conditions for granted funding for research and innovation.  

Background to the programme  
Formas is tasked with funding research of the highest scientific quality, utilising research results 
and promoting sustainable development. High-quality research is crucial to all of Formas' missions 
and to the requirements for open publication of research results. 

The research funded by Formas must undergo the usual peer review process. Research results 
published with open access must also undergo this type of review to guarantee the quality of the 
results. Open access publishing allows for additional quality control, as the results are immediately 
available for other researchers to review.  

Open access to scientific publications is an important tool to ensure that research results benefit 
society as a whole as quickly as possible. Open access maximises the accessibility and usability of 
scientific results and ensures that the research Formas funds can be built upon. It is also essential 
that scientific publications are published with open access if the global sustainability goals are to be 
achieved in the long term.  Formas therefore requires that scientific articles resulting from projects 
we fund are made openly available without delay.  

Scientific articles must be published under an open licence to ensure that authors do not cede 
copyright to scientific publishers who can then restrict the use of the published article. This also 
ensures that the results are maximised. 

Open access publishing 
Publications resulting from projects funded by Formas must undergo peer review to ensure the 
quality of the results. Publication must take place with immediate open access, without delay. 
Articles that have been accepted for publication in scientific journals, conference proceedings or 
on publishing platforms are covered by this policy. The policy does not cover publication in 
monographs and book chapters.  

The policy applies to projects funded in all calls opening after 1 January 2021.  

Publication must take place under an open licence and in one of the following publication channels  

• journal or platform with immediate open access  
• subscription journal with simultaneous publication in open access archives or repositories 

(parallel publishing)  
• in a journal that is part of a so-called transformative or read and publish agreement. 
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Open licence 

Articles should be published under the Creative Commons licence CC BY 4.0. In exceptional cases 
and at the request of the author, the Creative Commons licence CC BY - ND may be accepted.  

Deviations from the policy 

Deviations from this policy are permitted when explicitly stated in Formas' calls for research 
grants. 

 

This policy was decided by Formas' Research Council on 24 September 2020 and is valid until 
further notice. Updated and decided by Head of Department at Formas 2025-09-10  
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