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Webinar for applicants, 2026-09-01

Explore 2026

Maria Rogell and Josefin Wangel, Formas



• Novel and original research projects 
where you freely formulate your 
questions within Formas’ areas of 
responsibility, or their intersections.

• Both basic research and needs-driven 
research, in all disciplines or 
combinations of disciplines.

• Delimitations apply

Explore 2026



• 4 years and 5-6 MSEK per project
• Call closes October 7th, decision 

in April 2027
• Projects start in September 2027
• Call budget: up to 450 MSEK

About the call
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• Novelty and originality
• Scientific approach and research 

ethics
• Work plan and competence
• Contribution to society
Further defined through guiding 
questions and grading rubric.

Priority (1-3): How competitive an 
application is relative to the other 
applications

Assessment criteria 
and priority



• Project leader must have a career 
age of 4 years and an activity level 
of 20 percent.

• Project leader must not be the PI 
for an appplication to Career grant 
2026.

• Maximum four participating 
researchers per proposal.

• Participating researchers must 
have a PhD.

• Additional requirements apply – 
check the call text.

Key requirements
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What's new in the 
application form?
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• New text field for reporting the use of 
AI in preparing your application

• New text field for describing 
overlapping funding or applications

• Reordered sections for a clearer 
application flow

• Updated guidance on ethical 
approvals and the project description

• Clarified guidance on information that 
may be included in appendices



The review process

• All applications are assessed by at least three reviewers.
• Applications where reviewers disagree substantially 

undergo reassessment.
• Grades and priority scores for each application are 

compiled to a final quality value.
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Grade 
group 
value

Priority 
product

Final 
quality 
score

Grade groups are created using 
the application’s standardised 
grade and rounding it to the 
nearest 0,25. All applications with 
the same rounded value end up in 
the same grade group, and recieve 
the same grade group value. The 
best grade group is given the value 
1, the second best is given the 
value 2, etc.

The priority product is created 
through multiplying the priority 
scores with each other.

The final quality score is created 
through multiplying the grade 
group value with the priority 
product.



Partial randomisation

Based on their final quality value, the 
applications in each review panel are sorted 
into three groups:
• Group 1: Truly outstanding applications 

that are directly awarded funding.
• Group 2: Excellent and competetive 

applications that enter the pool for 
selection through randomisation.

• Group 3: Applications that are not 
competetive enough, and that are directly 
rejected
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20; 2%

220; 21%

784; 77%

Directly awarded Randomisation Directly rejected

Data from Explore 2025, all review panels



• The randomisation takes place 
during a meeting with external 
observers present.

• The randomisation is carried out in 
the software environment R.

• The process description, code and 
mock data is published on 
Zenodo.

Selection through 
randomisation
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Updated assessment criteria 
and grading rubric:
• Novelty and originality: clearer 

guidance on scientific risk-taking

• Scientific approach and research 
ethics: clarification on how to assess 
research ethics considerations

• Contribution to society: broader 
pathways to societal impact and 
greater emphasis on credible impact 
pathways

What's new in the 
review process?
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• A really strong application
• Explore is Formas’ most 

competetive call – last year the 
success rate was 8 percent

• Last year, funded projects had an 
average grade of 6 or more 
(excellent) across all four criteria

• For Novelty and originality, close 
to 50 percent of funded projects 
had the grade 7 (outstanding)

What does it take 
to succeed?
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• Formas simply draws lots among all 
submitted applications, so the quality of 
my application does not matter.

• The more I promise, the better my 
chances.

• This method/theory/case study area… 
is so well-known that I don’t need to 
explain it.

• Technical issues only happen to other 
people, so submitting at the last minute 
is fine.

Myths and 
misunderstandings
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• Check out the FAQ first
• Get quick answers to common 

questions
• Helps you formulate more 

precise questions
• Includes practical guidance

• Contact us at explore@formas.se

Questions?
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